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From the 
Headteacher

This morning’s report (14th 
December) from the National 
Audit Office (NAO) that schools 
face 8% budget cuts by 2020 
is bad news for everyone 
interested in supporting 
children’s education.  The 
report adds to the warnings 
given by the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies (IFS) back in 
2015 that schools should 
prepare to face cuts of 12% 
during the life of the current 
parliament.  Schools such as 

ours which have a record of sound 
financial planning have already cut 
their spending to the bone in order 
to retain a balanced budget and will 
have even harder decisions to make in 
the coming years in order to maintain 
current levels of staffing and a broad 
and balanced curriculum.  A second 
major challenge facing schools across 
the country is the crisis in teacher 
recruitment and a growing shortage 
of senior leaders.  Another National 
Audit Report points out that the 
government missed its own targets 
for teacher recruitment again in 2016, 
as it has done for the past 4 years, 
while a recent report commissioned 
by the Future Leaders Trust, Teach 
First and Teaching Leaders warned 
of a shortage of 19,000 senior 
leaders in schools across England 
by 2022 if action is not taken to 
address the issue.  Furthermore, 
the Secretary of State announced 
in Parliament on 27th October 2016 
the demise of the government’s 
education bill proposed by former 
Secretary of State, Nicky Morgan, 
which would have curtailed the role 
of local authorities in supporting 
maintained schools in England.  
However, while local authorities will 
now retain these responsibilities, 
they will have to do so without the 
education services grant, designed 
to enable them to carry out support 
services to schools, worth around 
£600 million.  This grant will now 
disappear.  Martin Tett, Conservative 
Leader of Bucks County Council, 
commented, “What we now have is 
a situation where the grant is being 
removed but the responsibilities will 
remain, particularly the statutory 
responsibility with regard to school 
improvement. And councils at the 
moment – particularly upper-tier 
councils, like county councils – are 
very financially stretched.”  As parents 
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across the country know very well, 
standards in schools will only be 
further improved if schools are 
properly funded and are able to 
recruit the very best teachers and 
leaders to work with the country’s 
children and young people.   In 
the meantime, the government 
appears to ignore these factors, 
preferring to focus instead on 
school structures and its plans to 
reintroduce secondary modern 
schools for the many and grammar 

schools for the few.  If, like me, these 
matters concern you, you may wish 
to contact your MP: Rt Hon John 
Bercow MP (Buckingham) or Rt Hon 
David Liddington MP (Aylesbury), 
c/o House of Commons, London 
SW1A 0AA.
Within this context, may I express 
my heartfelt gratitude to our valiant 
members of the WSA who this term 
have raised more money for the 
school that I ever thought possible, 
with a further £4,000 raised by 

November’s Christmas Fayre event 
to add to the £18,000 raised by 
October’s Ball in the Hall.  Please 
support your truly outstanding 
Waddesdon School Association 
Committee.
Please accept my very best wishes 
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

Peter Norman

www.waddesdonschool.com
www.waddesdonschool.com/waddesdon-voice
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Acts of Remembrance 
The whole school gathered on 11th November to join the 
rest of the nation in remembering the victims of war.  Our 
Remembrance Assembly was led by Ben Swetnam,13SPA, 
and included a powerful meditation on the courage of 
members of the armed forces who have received the Victoria 
Cross, various readings, a minute’s silence and ‘The Last Post’ 
and Reveille’, performed by Tom Howells, 13SPA.  

On Remembrance Sunday, the school was represented at 
the village Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial on 
Waddesdon High Street, by sisters Gracie and Hollie, 8MCH 
and 13LL, respectively, pictured right.

Peter Norman

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoe Box 
Appeal
Many thanks to all students, parents, staff and community members who participated in the 
Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal.  Wrapped shoeboxes were collected not once but twice 
from the school on the first part of their journey to some of the poorest countries in the world.

The shoeboxes and all the money donated were taken to a depot in Thame where they were 
checked and then loaded, before starting their long journey abroad.  We are not sure of their 
destination yet, but it is wonderful to think that our lovingly wrapped and donated boxes will 
bring joy to lots of children.

This appeal is now a long term commitment for the school.  Each year the generosity shown is 
outstanding with hundreds of shoe boxes being collected.  Many people also donate towards 
transport costs and even give their time freely to wrap and prepare the boxes. 

We plan to launch the appeal again in September 2017 so when you buy all those bargain 
shoes in the January sales please keep the boxes and start to fill them so that we can again do 
‘something special’ for these children.

Bonita Bridges, CP and Pathways Coordinator

Special thanks also to Little Oaks Pre-School for their donation of shoe boxes.
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GCSE Grades are 
Changing

GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be 
graded with a new scale from 9 to 1, with 9 being the 
highest grade. English Literature, English Language 
and Maths will be the first subjects to be graded in 
this way from August 2017. The subjects with the 
highest numbers of candidates (e.g. arts, humanities, 
languages) will follow in 2018 and most others in 2019. 
According to Ofqual (the Office of Qualifications and 
Examinations Regulation), this is happening as GCSEs 
are being reformed to make them more challenging, 
to keep pace with employers’ and universities’ 
demands.

In the first year each new GCSE subject is introduced, 
students who would have got a grade C or better will 
get a grade 4 or better. Students who would have got 
a grade A or better will get a 7 or better in the first 
year. Grade 9 will be more difficult to achieve than a 
grade A*. The extra top grade will also make it easier 
for employers and universities to distinguish between 
the most able students

To see how the numbered grades compare to the 
current A* to G system see right or visit the Ofqual 
website.

Student Council Elections 2017

Why not join the Student Council and experience the democratic process? 
Student councils…
- Provide an excellent opportunity for students to experience democratic  
 processes
- By voting for a representative for your class/year group, student have the  
 opportunity to participate in building their school community

What does the Student Council do? 
- Listens to what students in the school have to say
- Represents the students and is the voice for their opinions and ideas
- Consults and cooperates with all of the other members of the school community on issues that are of concern to the    
 students
- Keeps the rest of the school informed about the issues being discussed, decisions taken and events planned, through the use of noticeboards, newsletters,  
 the website and assemblies
- Helps school discipline by being involved in planning and contributing to school policies, for example the Anti-Bullying Policy.
- Helps to improve the relationship between teachers and students by keeping the lines of communication open all of the time
- Suggests ideas and comes up with plans to improve the school environment for students

 2017 Nominations
- Open to all students
- Students can nominate themselves
- Students can be nominated by others, with their permission
- Candidates will be expected to deliver a speech in a year group assembly
- Candidates will be expected to commit their time for one year: February 2017 – February 2018

If you are interested in standing for election, please collect a nomination form from the library and complete and return it to your Form Tutor or Miss Bridges by 25th 
January. 

What did the Student Council achieve in 2016?
Amongst many other things we have run numerous fundraising events to support charities across the world, including Save the Rhino and the Karun Orphanage, India, 
visited by some of the Sixth Formers in October.  We held a mock EU Referendum in which students voted by a large majority for the UK to remain in the EU.  More 
recently, members of the Council were fully involved in the appointment of the new Headteacher.

Niamh Wood, Year 13 Student Council Representative
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Find us on:
Twitter - @wadcommunitylib 
Facebook - search Waddesdon Community Library
Email - library@waddesdonschool.com

Waddesdon Community Library

Scholastic Book Fair
During the Scholastic Book Fair this November we sold books and stationery worth more than £550! This meant that the school librarians were able to 
choose almost £250 worth of books for the school library! Come to the library and ask a librarian to point you in the direction of some of the new books. 
Below are some of our favourites!
Amy Hayes, Librarian

Holly Bourne visit – competition
We were very lucky to be able to welcome 
critically acclaimed author and journalist 
Holly Bourne to Waddesdon earlier this 
month. Years 9 and 10 and some Sixth 
Formers discussed the Spinster Club 
trilogy, feminism and how to get into 
the world of writing. The students were 
enthusiastically engaged and had the 
opportunity to ask Holly lots of questions 
including, “How do you stop yourself from 
being bored when you are writing?”  The 
visit was topped off with a book signing 
where Holly signed almost 50 books, 
diaries and planners.  One of the students 
in the queue was our competition winner, 
Millie of 8ABA, who won a copy of Holly 
Bourne’s newest book And A Happy New 
Year…?  Millie has already read all of 
Holly’s other books so can’t wait to get 
into this one!  The school library holds all 
six of Holly Bourne’s books, including the 
most recent, so pop in to find your new 
favourite.

Bookmark competition 
Congratulations to everyone who entered the Bookmark Challenge!  We had 

a huge number of entries but could pick only one to be the winner. Lauren 

Riley’s funny graphic novel-style bookmark was chosen as the winner and 

you can now pick one up from the library.  Be quick though, they are limited 

edition!  Phoebe Kellet and Alice Snow were chosen as runners up and won 

a voucher to spend at the Scholastic Book Fair.

Making Time to Read
On Thursday 8th December Miss Caswell and Miss Hayes visited the British 
Library to become even more inspired about books and the Making Time to 
Read project.  They were able to meet author Dan Freedman and have some 
books signed by him!  There will be an opportunity to win those signed 
copies in January.

Keep your eyes peeled for new and exciting projects in the New Year!

Community library 
The Community Library has had a great 2016, from the grand opening in 
February to multiple Secret Cinemas and hundreds of loaned books!  We 
are rounding it up with the ultimate Christmas Secret Cinema: a Christmas 
classic served up with mince pies.  See the picture below – do you know the 
name of the film?  It is suitable for the whole family, so why not bring them 
along.  The show starts at 6pm.  Contact us in the library if you would like 
more information. 

https://twitter.com/wadcommunitylib
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=0ahUKEwjF8J2RqvjPAhXKJ8AKHctSBHAQFggjMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen-gb.facebook.com%2FWaddesdon-Community-Library-967252526724906%2F&usg=AFQjCNGGrmks68FWUIE5GylP1q5G-rzzzw&sig2=0ZXbOVzp_Roki25c-6q6nw&bvm=bv.136593572,d.bGs
mailto:library%40waddesdonschool.com?subject=


Year 10 MUNGA 2016 

On 9th December 2016, Year 10 
engaged in the annual Model 
United Nations General Assembly 
day (MUNGA). Prior to this day, 
students were split into 26 groups 
with 6 students in each group. Each 
group was allocated a country and 
became delegates of that country. 
The groups created a two-minute 
speech to deliver to the conference, 
in which they intended to outline 
some interesting points about their 
country, followed by three key aspects 
that they would like to change.  This 
became their ‘Resolution’. To aid them 
with this, delegates were given five 
general areas: state security, health 
epidemics, child exploitation, global 
economics and environmental issues, 
which provided them with guidance 
as to which areas to research. 

The day began with the students 
being given a speech by the General 
Secretary of the Conference (Mr 
Norman), in which a special emphasis 
was placed on the work of William 
Wilberforce and Lord Shaftesbury 
in helping to bring an end to the 
slave trade and child slave labour, 
respectively.  Following this, the Chair 
of the UN Assembly (Mrs Carr-Ruby) 
introduced each group and provided 
a short analysis of each speech after 
it was delivered.  Many delegates 
delivered shocking statistics that had 
a hard-hitting impact, especially in 
relation to child exploitation. 

Following this,  the delegates 
discussed one of the 5 general 
areas they were asked to research 
prior to the day. The delegates gave 
speeches in which they outlined 
their resolutions and the reasons 
why their resolution should be the 
one that should be supported by 
the General Assembly. The speeches 
were passionately presented and 
convincing in their address. 

The day proved to be extremely 
beneficial and highly interesting. The 
students acted in a highly professional 
manner and were enthusiastic 

throughout the day.  I would like to 
thank all Year 10 students for their 
hard work and participation in the 
MUNGA project.

Bonita Bridges
Citizenship Coordinator

Christian Union

“I am the way, the truth and the 
life: no one comes to the Father 
but by me.” – Jesus, in John 14:6

It has been just amazing to see 
how the Lord has worked in the 
Christian Union so far! In previous 
years, only a few have gathered 
for the weekly meeting, whereas 
this past term we are so thankful 
to have had in excess of 15 nearly 
every week!  Christian Union is not 
only a place for those who follow 
the Lord Jesus, but it is a place 
we desire for all to come, to ask 
any questions, to simply listen or 
to learn a little more about what 
it truly means to be a Christian. 
Each week, we pray and worship 
together and learn about what 
the Bible has to say about various 
difficult questions, such as why 
suffering exists in the world.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity informally 
to come together and learn more 
about the truth and hope we 
find in God’s Word.  All are always 
welcome!  We would love to see 
you each week at 11.05am in Miss 
Coulter’s Spanish room!

Charmaine Duffett ,  former 
student

WSA Christmas Fayre

Tinsel, twinkling lights, bacon 
& burgers on the BBQ and the 
sound of Christmas songs greeted 
our visitors to the Annual WSA 
Waddesdon School Christmas 
Fayre.

With the weather being kind and 
a strong marketing campaign, 
this year’s event was very well 
attended. 

The 30 stalls, including one 
manned by our own Young 
Enterprise student group, were 
delighted with the business 
being generated and with Tesco 
generously supporting the event 
there was plenty of good cheer in 
the school hall. 

Thank you for joining us and for 
your generous donations to the 
raffle. The event raised nearly 
£4000 for the school: a fantastic 
ievement!

Thank you for your continued 
support.  We hope to see you at 
the Easter Fayre.

Merry Christmas from your WSA 
Team!

David Metcalf 
WSA chairperson 

Year 11 Mock Exams

Year 11 have worked exceptionally 
hard so far this academic year, with 
their efforts culminating in two 
weeks of mock exams.  For the first 
time these were taken in the Sports 
Hall.  They finished this term with a 
whole day ISA (Individual Science 
Assessment) task.  I would like to wish 
all of my year group “Merry Christmas” 
and I hope you all enjoy a very well-
deserved rest.  

Hazel Allen, Head of Year 11

From the Chaplain

What a coincidence!  I wonder how 
many times we have said that.  
Sometimes I say something and 
David says, “I was just thinking that”.  
When we were in Australia some years 
ago we met a chap who had lived in 
Hardwick for many years and then 
moved to Perth.  He was running a 
local wildlife park.  Small world!

A couple of weeks ago we visited 
my uncle and aunt who now live in 
Hadleigh, Suffolk.  We have rarely 
been to that part of the country and 
understood why they live there.  It is 
a lovely area.  Again we were lucky 
with the weather and were able to 
walk into this delightful market town.  
My uncle wanted us to visit their local 
church.  We walked in and could hear 
people saying evening prayer in a 
side chapel.  When they had finished 
I spoke to the young man who is the 
curate.  He said that he had trained at 
Cuddesdon Theological College so I 
told him that I too had attended that 
college.  We chatted on and I said, “I 
don’t suppose that you know Sam, my 
godson?”  He said that he knew him 
well.  First coincidence!  When I texted 
Sam to tell him that I had met Daniel, 
he replied that he was on retreat with 
people from that diocese.  Second 
coincidence!

I actually don’t believe in coincidences.  
I believe that things happen for a 
purpose.  Sometimes they are difficult 
and life changing.  Often we look back 
and realise that we have learned from 
the experience and are stronger for it.  
Maybe we can help others in similar 
circumstances.

As we enter Advent and prepare 
ourselves for Christmas, may there 
be opportunities for quiet reflection 
within the hustle and bustle.  At 
Waddesdon School we shall be 
celebrating communion and enjoying 
peaceful Prayer Spaces.

Over the Christmas period, we shall be 
meeting with friends and family and 
sharing food and fun.  Probably there 
will be some coincidences along the 
way.  But the birth of Jesus Christ is 
no random occurrence.  God planned 
His arrival in humble circumstances, 
revealing that amazing event to 
ordinary working men, the shepherds.  
May we enter into their joy this 
Christmas and may we be able to 
share that joy with all whom we meet.

Janet
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Annie Jr
On the week of the 28th 
November over 70 students 
from Year 7-13 performed in this 
year’s whole school production 
of Annie Jr.  The production 
was the culmination of 3 long 
months of rehearsals and a lot 
of hard work. 
The show was a huge success, 
with every student involved 
p r o d u c i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g 
performances all week.  They 
really worked as a team, 
supporting each other and 
ensuring that our audiences 
had a great night in the 
company of these well-loved 
characters.

I was incredibly proud of the work ethic and spirit of the students and watching 
them shine on stage will be the highlight of the year.  I would like to thank them 
all for making the process so enjoyable.  I would also like to thank all of the staff, 
students and families who came to support the show – we hope you enjoyed it.
I’m already beginning to think about next year’s show!

Kate Turner
Subject Leader for Drama
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Th a n k  yo u  f ro m  o u r 
Spanish Volunteer! 
First of all, I would like to thank Ms Coulter and 
Mr Jones for this great opportunity to work at 
Waddesdon. These months at your school have 
been brilliant and I am very pleased to have 
volunteered with you.

I arrived at Waddesdon in July in order to do 
an internship in the Education Department 
at Waddesdon Manor. The internship only 
covered 3 days a week, and I decided to fill 
the other days with activities I always wanted 
to do. One of those was teaching young people 
in schools.  Before that, I have always taught 
in museum environments. Thus, I thought it 
would be great to learn more about formal 
education and the best way of teaching them.

Since last October, I started teaching Spanish 
to students from Years 12 and 13. For me the 
most rewarding thing has been seeing their 
improvements. From week to week, students 
have felt more and more comfortable speaking 
this complicated language, and I am sure they 
are going to do great in their exams.

Sadly, my volunteering experience will end at 
the end of December. However, this experience 
has reaffirmed my decision to pursue a career 
as a teacher, and I cannot wait to see which 
other experiences the future will bring me.

Feliz Navidad!
Lia Perez Moreno

Rotary Young Chef- Aylesbury Heats
Lucas Durand, Cian Bradley and Ben Mabley competed in the Aylesbury heats for the 
Rotary Young Chef of the Year competition, held at Harding’s Restaurant in Aylesbury.  
Our young chefs had to plan, prepare and cook two courses of their choice and after 
tasting and feedback the winners were announced. This year’s winner was Ben Mabley 
(Year 11) with his pan fried salmon fillet, dauphinoise potatoes and wilted greens, 
followed by vanilla panna cotta and berry compote. Second place was awarded to Lucas 
Durand (9SW) for his filo pastry surprise starter and South African ‘bunny chow’ main 
course. This is the second year that a Waddesdon student has won this competition. 

Congratulations to all the students for their effort and commitment to the competition. 
We wish Ben every success as he moves to the next round!

Sheila Watts, Subject Leader for Food and Nutrition



Waddesdon Voice December 2016

9

CAREERS FAIR – Thursday 9 February 2017, 7-9pm

As part of our focus on delivering high quality and impartial careers education, 
advice and guidance, we have organised a Careers Fair at school which will take 
place on Thursday 9th February from 7-9 pm.  

Local and national employers, universities, colleges, gap year companies and 
apprenticeship providers have been invited into school to take part in this 
event and will set up stalls in the school hall, library and Thorp building, as well 
as providing promotional information to give to interested students and their 
families.  
The Careers Fair will be open to students in all year groups with their parents and 
is an informal opportunity to hear about the different opportunities that there are 
available to students once they leave school.  The professionals involved will be 
able to give students and parents invaluable information, advice and guidance 
from their first-hand experience in their organisations and from their different 
fields and professions.  Students and parents will be able to walk around the fair 
at leisure, focusing on the areas that are of most interest.  

It is important now more than ever for students to be proactive in gaining an 
understanding about possible future careers and progression routes in order to 
make informed choices about their futures and decide on the most appropriate 
pathway to follow through school in order to realise their aspirations.  Even if your 
child is not at a transition/options point in Year 8, Year 11 or Year 13, we would 
still recommend attending.  

Letters will be sent home to all students in January 2017, alongside confirmation 
of those businesses and organisations attending.

Bonita Bridges  
Pathways Coordinator 

Say No to Bullying

Over the course of the past term, we have been working alongside our students to create and launch a new student-friendly version of our 
Anti-Bullying Policy. The policy summarises our whole school Anti-Bullying Policy and brings out the key points for our students to remember. 
The policy will be presented in the form of a leaflet, designed by Austin Lachlan, one of our Year 13 Graphic Design students, and distributed 
to students shortly.

Sam Jones, Assistant Headteacher

mailto:bbridges%40waddesdonschool.com?subject=Interest%20in%20Waddesdon%20Careers%20Fair%20February%202017
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Sixth Form Mediation Programme
It is important that everyone in school feels happy and safe and this is why several Sixth Form students have set up the 
mediation programme, with the help of Mrs Sexton and Miss Bridges.  The mediation programme enables any student to 
come and speak to a trained mediator during lunchtime to discuss any concerns that they may have about school life. The 
mediator can then decide whether any further support involving a member of staff needs to be provided.  
Students who wish to access the mediation team can do so via their Form Tutor, Head of Year or any other member of staff. 
They can also access the mediators by dropping in to C20 during their lunch break.

This programme has the potential to be very helpful to a lot of students, and the mediators are proud to be part of this 
programme. All mediators have received training via Bucks Mind and in-school sessions. 

Niamh Wood 13SPA

Reading Mentors

The Sixth Form Reading Mentors scheme takes place every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
during assembly time.  Students from Year 7 to Year 11 benefit from support and encouragement with their 
reading.  Spending time with individual students weekly, on a one to one basis, helps students’ confidence 
develop in a challenging and fun environment!  The scheme also helps to strengthen relationships across all 
year groups and the progress made by students is rewarding both to the student and the mentor.  I have found 
that students really enjoy reading aloud a fictional book of their choice, and their perception of reading has 
become increasingly positive.

Lauren Jones 12LL

Product Design Inspiration Day at UCL
As part of our year 12 Product Design course we went on a trip to to University College London.  We attended talks by various designers, such as Carlo Brandelli, 
Emily Campbell, Ben Wilson, Daniel Charney, Ian Stallard and Patrik Fredrikson.  Carlo Brandelli talked to us about fashion and luxury design and showed us 
that there is more to fashion design than just how the clothes look. He also gave us an insight into how he created his own studio.  Daniel Charnery told us 
about Fixperts and how society has impacted on design. Fixperts is a group of people who support the disabled by designing products to help them.
Emily Campbell showed us six ways to think about design:

• Pattern - every pattern has a rule
• Meaning - everything must have a purpose
• Structure - take care of the joins
• Performance - performance is not imperative, but it should be considered
• Human interaction - a product should speak for itself; it has no instructions
• Practice - because practice makes perfect.

We were able to take some very positive elements from this trip. We know that when making our A Level projects, we must 
ensure that we design for a purpose and that the product we design must speak for itself, showing a clear and obvious 
purpose and use to consumers.

Alfie, Hannah, Josh, Rafi, Bankole and Josh, Year 12 Product Design students

¡Viva Almodóvar!
On Friday 9th December the A-level Spanish students enjoyed a Study Day at the British Film Institute on the 
famous Spanish director Almodóvar, who we cover as part of our course.  We were inspired by the jovial spirit 
and warmth of the lecture theatre which, along with the good humour and active participation, made the 
day an invaluable experience for our students.  We liked how the activities complemented our lessons and we 
were particularly excited about the comments on intertextuality in the films, which we hadn’t spotted before.  

“Thoroughly enjoyed our Almodóvar conference. There were both new things we've learnt as well as a 
reinforcement of certain themes we had already touched upon.  Great atmosphere, great day!” – Ana

“It was an insightful experience especially as we re-watched the film we are studying and were able to pick 
out key points that we were unable to see before.”- Safah & Ellen

“As well as being an educational day, it was a day for us to bond as Spanish students and it allowed us to see other young people enjoying Spanish as much 
as we do. It also gave us the opportunity to learn things outside of the classroom.” - Abbey

“Having experienced a new insightful perspective of Pedro Almodóvar, we will now able to dissect and analyse his work to a higher standard.”- Ella

“This conference was very helpful for my studies of Almodóvar.  I've learnt a lot that will help me and I now see the director and his films from a different 
perspective.” - Justo

Ms Coulter would like to commend the students for their excellent engagement and appreciation of the Spanish language and culture.

Ann Coulter, Modern Foreign Languages Teacher

http://www.bucksmind.org.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk
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The Christmas Apprentice
This time of year can only mean one thing in Food and Nutrition - The Christmas Apprentice.

Year 9 students have spent this term preparing Christmas-themed dishes to launch as a range 
in the supermarkets for Christmas. The standard of dishes this year was outstanding and 
following presentations to supermarket representatives the winners were chosen: David Taylor 
(9SW), who created turkey curry, Christmas dinner burgers and a totally unique Christmas 
pudding pizza; and Jonquil Oldham for her local, sustainable turkey nuggets, potato stars 
and Christmas vegetables and a make-at-home snowman ice cream, using locally sourced 
ice cream.  

Congratulations to all Year 9 Food and Nutrition students. Lord Sugar would be impressed!

Sheila Watts, Subject Leader for Food and Nutrition

     Waddesdon Christmas Card Recycling Scheme

Since September 2007, students and staff at school have been participating in various recycling schemes. This is a result of the school joining 
the Eco-Schools Scheme, and taking part in recycling projects that will enable us all to become more environmentally aware.
One of the schemes we will be participating in this year is the ‘Woodland Trust Christmas Card Recycling Scheme’, a nationwide scheme supported 
by Marks and Spencer.  For every 1,000 cards recycled the retailer will fund the Woodland Trust to plant a tree.
The Woodland Trust and M&S have set an ambitious target to collect and recycle more than 6 million Christmas cards so that over 6,000 trees 
can be planted.

"By simply recycling your cards at school or popping into your local M&S and dropping your cards into the collection boxes, customers can help 
the Woodland Trust to turn unwanted waste into much-needed trees and preserve the UK's wildlife habitats. 
Last year 6,255,833 cards were collected through the scheme, enabling the Woodland Trust to plant 6,256 trees throughout the UK. The popularity 
of the scheme means it will run again this year.
A collection bin will be available in school from 5th January to 22nd January 2017.  Special card collection bins will be in M&S stores from 2 
January to 31 January 2017.

Thank you for your support.

Waddesdon CE School Eco Action Group

Save the Children is a remarkable charity that works in more than 120 countries, including 
the UK, and helped 17.5 million children in 2015 who were experiencing life in war-torn 
countries such as Syria.  That is why our Student Council on behalf of the school, has 
decided to support Save the Children wholeheartedly.  There are several Save the Children 
Ambassadors who are students in Year 13 with a passion for helping others, supported by 
Mrs Bridges and Miss Enevoldsen, and inspired by Mrs Flitney.  We were lucky enough to 
have a member of the charity come in to talk to us about the work of Save the Children 
and help us come up with some fundraising ideas.  On Friday 2nd December, the school 
participated in ‘Festive Funky Jumper Day’ and for all that week there were activities in 
the library, such as a ‘Decoration Station’ to add festive items to the students’ jumpers, and 
also a raffle and ‘Guess the Sweets in the Jar’.  We are pleased to announce that through 
all the amazing support and fundraising for that week our students have raised over 
£700!  Children are the future so thank you for helping us to continue Save the Children’s 
incredible work. 

Niamh Wood and the Save the Children Sixth Form Team

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk


Term 1 Boys’  Team Sports Overview
So far this year the boys have played close to 30 fixtures with some notable successes. 
The Year 7s rugby team showed their true strength was the determination and humility 
with which they approached the game. As team captain Oliver Shotton put it, “My 
favourite moment was beating Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School, as it was a really 
close game and we had to tackle and battle all the way to the end.  We have a strong 
team and all get along, which has made rugby more enjoyable this season and I can’t 
wait till next year.” 
The Year 8s had some mixed results but battled hard all season, while the Year 9s have 
had some fantastic success, much to the delight of coach, Mr. Samson.  The Year 10s 
have lived up to the ‘Waddesdon Warriors’ badge, progressing through three rounds 
of the National Cup against difficult opposition from far and wide, finally losing out 
to the Henry VIII School in a tightly fought game by a difference of 12 points. The 6th 
Form team also represented the school with power and passion and enjoyed great 
success this season.  

In football, the schools season 
k icks off  post-Christmas. 
However, the 6th Form team 
has fulfilled 90% of their 
fixtures already.  Our players 
always take to the pitch with 
a Corinthian attitude that is a 
pleasure and a privilege to see.  
Well done everybody!

Scott Kennedy, Subject Leader for PE

Hockey Season Round-Up
This has been a strong term for Waddesdon Hockey. Our most notable results have 
come from the hugely successful Year 10 team who have not lost a game all season.  
These have included a 7-0 win over Sir Thomas Freemantle School and two 5-0 wins 
over Lord Williams’s School and Akeley Wood School.  Well done girls!  The Year 8 team 
have enjoyed successes over Thornton College, Sir Thomas Freemantle School and 
Lord Williams’s School and were able to finish 3rd in their annual tournament – a great 
achievement!  The Year 9 squad have had a tougher season but ended on a high by 
beating Sir Thomas Freemantle School 6-1.  Our newest recruits in Year 7 have improved 
enormously as the season has developed, and we look forward to seeing this continue 
next year.  Lastly, our Year 11 and 1st XI teams have played some great quality hockey, 
the highlights being a 4-1 win over Thornton College and a 2-0 win over The Royal 
Latin School.

We would like to send huge congratulations and thank yous to all of the hockey captains 
this year who have led their teams with confidence and enthusiasm.  Well done for being 
fantastic role models within the school:

Year 7 – Morgan Duguid
Year 8 – Jenny Baxendale
Year 9 – Laura Healy
Year 10 – Eve Harris
Year 11 – Molly Osborne
1st XI – Lily-May Douglas

After Christmas, our competitive netball season begins. We are looking forward to 
seeing lots of girls involved and representing the school!

Meghan Chapple, Student Achievement Manager for PE

Year 7 Rugby Report
Earlier this season, the Year 7 team took on the might of Sir Henry Floyd Grammar 
School.  From the kick off the boys made their intentions known with a strong tackle 
on the receiving player by Oliver Shotton.  Waddesdon quickly recycled the ball and 
got over the try line. This was then followed up with good interchanges of the midfield 
triumvirate of Frost, Lawson and Burkitt.  Before too long a strong darting run by Sam 
Lawson saw Waddesdon score their second try of the game. SHF were not to crumble 
and with courage they forced their way back into the game with a deserved try.  
Waddesdon responded by restoring a two-try advantage with some incisive running. 

The second half brought about some new faces and renewed focus on our task. 
This led to a resolute Waddesdon defence which was required as SHF looked to re-
establish their position in the game and with wave after wave of attack crashing on 
the Waddesdon defence.  Eventually, their pressure paid off and with a second try 
secured the Waddesdon defence had to stand even firmer, which it did for 16 minutes 
of a 20 minute half.  Then in a moment of inspiration, some perspiration and a lot of 
determination, Waddesdon raced up the field to restore the two-try advantage. With 
time running out the defence were under intense pressure and SHF snatched a 3rd try 
to close the gap once again.  However, Waddesdon were not to be pegged back a 4th 
time, running out eventual winners 20 - 15, their first win of the season and a famous 
one at that!

Scott Kennedy, Subject Leader for PE

Year 9 Rugby Report
What an exciting season!  6 games played, over 250 points scored, 4 wins and 2 losses 
(both by less than 5 points) – all the Year 9 Rugby players can feel very proud.  Their 
achievements are perhaps best summed up by their inspiring captain, Joe Hick:

“We’ve had a great season with fantastic performances against teams like the Royal 
Latin and Cottesloe.  Over the season the players have really stepped up and improved 
their performances.” 

I would entirely agree with Jack’s analysis.  The boys have been a pleasure to coach 
and watch, and I have been especially pleased to see a number of players develop 
significantly over the course of the season in terms of both confidence and skills.  The 
quality of some of the attacking rugby they have played has at times been exceptional 
but it is perhaps their defensive efforts which have been most pleasing – keep it up 
next year!

Jeremy Sampson, Science 
Teacher and Year 9 Rugby 
Coach

Waddesdon Voice December 2016

12

PE News

Foundation Governors  Mrs April Beckerleg (Vice Chair), Mr Geoff Brandon, Ms Karen Leonard, Mr Paul McSweeney (Chair), Revd David Meakin (Ex Officio), Mrs Janet Plotkin, 
Mr Rex Stevens, Mrs Carol Wright,  Mr Andrew Dee-Crowne Staff Governors Mrs Sarah Davis, Mrs Di Fulton, Ms Jess Goodgame, Mr Peter Norman (Ex Officio),   

Parent Governors Mrs Christina Anderson, Mr Mark Bale, Mr Julian Ball, Mr David Brazier, Mr Daniel Hayes ,  Mrs Suzie Snelson  Clerk to the Governing Body Mrs Angela Goodwin
The Governing Body may be contacted via the school c/o the Chair or Clerk.

Published by Waddesdon Church of England School, School Lane, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 0LQ

1.   Josh Beard - Prop
2.  Oliver Shotton - Hooker
3.  Jasper Harman - Prop
4.  Ethan Rose - Lock
5.  George Corkett - Lock
6.  Sam Lawson – Scrum Half
7.  Mackenzie Frost – Fly Half
8.   Tom Doncaster – Inside Centre
9.   Giles Burkitt – Outside Centre
10. Caleb Chandler - Wing
11. Harry Lee – Wing
12.  Jack Abbott – Full Back
Subs: - Caleb Beard, Elliot Oldham

http://www.waddesdonschool.com/news-events__trashed/sporting-success/
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