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The student members of 
our Christian Ethos Group 
recently chose the school’s 
Bible Verse of the Year for 
the next academic year.  The 
Bible Verse of the Year has 
become a strong tradition 
at Waddesdon since the 
initiative was first introduced 
in 2009.  The students like to 
choose a verse which unites 
the school within a context of 
positive, inclusive values and 
which speaks of hope, security 
and belonging.  The verses 

they have chosen over the years are 
as follows:

• 2009-10: Micah 6:8 – ‘And what 
does the Lord require of you?  To 
act justly, to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God’

• 2010-11: Numbers 6:24-25 – ‘The 
Lord bless you and keep you.  The 
Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you.  The Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance 
upon you and give you peace’

• 2011-12: 2 Corinthians 13:14 – ‘May 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you’

• 2012-13: Psalm 115:1 – ‘Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but to your 
name be the glory, because of your 
steadfast love and faithfulness’

• 2013-14: Jeremiah 29:11 – ‘”For 
I know the plans I have for you”, 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you.  Plans to 
give you hope and a future”’

• 2014-15: Jeremiah 6:16 – ‘This is 
what the Lord says: “Stand at the 
crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good 
way is, and walk in it, and you will find 
rest for your souls”’

• 2015-16: 1 Corinthians 13:13 – ‘And 
now these three remain: faith, hope 
and Love.  But the greatest of these 
is love’

The verse our students have chosen 
for the new academic year starting in 
September is Psalm 100, verse 5: ‘For 
the Lord is good and his love endures 
forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations’.  Two of the 
student members of the Christian 
Ethos Group who took a leading role 
in choosing the verse, Lucas Durand 
and Leigh Sladden, both Year 8, said 
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that what particularly attracted 
them to this verse was its sense of 
permanency within a world where 
everything is constantly changing.  

Well done, Lucas, Leigh and all the 
other students involved for choosing 
this verse for us.

Please accept my very best wishes 
for the summer holiday.

Peter Norman
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Waddesdon’s Mock EU 
Referendum
On 23rd June 2016, we held a mock 
referendum, as we were interested to 
see how our results would compare 
with the outcomes for the UK as a 
whole. 
To achieve this, the Sixth Form members 
of the Student Council delivered an 
assembly which described the history of 
the European Union (EU), the founding 
principles and values of the EU, and 
lastly, the arguments for and against 
staying in the EU.  After the arguments 
were delivered to the school, we held 
a secret ballot. 

66.27% of the school community voted 
to remain in the European Union, with 
33.73% of the school voting to leave the 
EU. The results we gathered were very 
different to those announced nationally 
on Friday 24th June.  It has been 
suggested by political commentators 
that young people across the UK voted 
by a significant majority to remain in 
the EU and our results at Waddesdon 
clearly support this.

The chart below refers to national 
voting patterns in the referendum:

As young people, the next generation 
of voters, we believe that it is very 
important that we take a real interest 
in politics so that we can play our part 
in shaping our society.  In light of recent 
events, we hope that our political 
leaders will unite the nation, encourage 
us to celebrate our diversity and provide 
us with stability and prosperity. 

Niamh Wood and Chloe Bissett 
(Year 13 Student Council Members)

Support in the 
Community
Millie (7ABA) has set an outstanding 
example to her peers by organising an 
initiative to support a child suffering 
from muscular dystrophe.  Six year old 
Alec Syphas inspired Millie with his 
courage and commitment when he 
started swimming lessons at Millie’s 
local pool, Aqua Vale in Aylesbury.  
Millie and her friend Sam, who attends 
The John Colet School in Wendover, 
organised the sponsored Big Swim, 
which took place at Aqua Vale on 18th 
June.  Millie and Sam each swam an 
amazing 262 lengths in 2 hours!
Millie’s and Sam’s initiative has so far 
raised £840 for muscular dystrophe 
research.  Contributions can be made 
online at the following address: www.
gogetfunding .com/the-avengers-big-
swim   What a fantastic thing to do.  
Well done Millie!
Peter Norman

Save the Children

Save the Children is an amazing 
charity that provides aid for millions 
of children daily.  Recently, the charity 
has been devoting its efforts to raise 
awareness for the World Refugee Day. 
This is because there has been an 
increase of over five million refugees 
from 2015 to 2016. 

Furthermore, 3.5 million refugee 
children are no longer in education. 
Save the Children have been trying 
to change this harsh situation by 
campaigning to get child refugees 
back into school within a month of 
being forced from their homes. The 
charity is trying to accomplish this by 
asking world leaders to unite to form 
a new deal for these refugee children 
in order to make sure that no child 
lacks an education. You can make a 
difference by adding your voice to 
the cause. 8,253 people have already 
expressed their support. 

Waddesdon School has a Save 
the Children Committee, which is 

comprised of a Sixth Form and staff 
team. They aim to raise awareness of 
the work Save the Children do, such 
as this refugee campaign as well as 
to raise money for the charity. They 
recently set up an event for staff to 
‘Chomp and Chat’ in the staffroom 
over delicious hand-baked (by the 
committee) cakes and cookies. They 
donated what they could to raise 
funds which will all go to the Save the 
Children charity. 

The committee hopes that this will be 
one of many fundraising events that 
will occur throughout the year to raise 
funds for the children who desperately 
need our aid. 

Becky Menday Year 12

You can now use ParentPay to 
purchase print credits for your son/
daughter. Print credits are used by 
students when using school printing 
resources for their own printing 
requirements. Go to ParentPay.com 
and ensure you have sufficient funds 
in “Parent Account”, then select Print 
Credits for Waddesdon Church of 
England School and pay in the amount 
you require. We recommend paying 
in £2-£5 initially and topping up as 
necessary. Unused credits when a 
student leaves Waddesdon School can 
be refunded to your “Parent Account” 
on ParentPay (minimum refund £1), 
which can be used to pay for other 
items on ParentPay. 

Locker keys must be returned to the 
finance office by the end of term if 
the period of hire is due to expire this 
year. This includes most of Years 9, 11, 
12 and 13. Deposits will be returned in 
full if keys are handed in by the end of 
term with the number tag attached.



Waddesdon Manor Art Visit 2016
Wednesday, 6th July was an exciting day!  Year7 experienced their first art visit to 
Waddesdon Manor to explore their artistic and photographic skills.  Everyone was 
excited to take sketchbooks and pack their cameras.  As soon as we arrived, everyone 
took out their pencils and sketched all they could see, such as fountains, shapes and 
textures.  We got to experience seeing all the beautiful flowers around the manor.  
I tried to capture a shallow depth of field with my camera and took photos of the 
Manor behind the flowerbeds. To end our visit we joined the rest of the school on the 
sponsored walk, where we raised money for the benefit for our whole school. To sum up 
the whole day, it was a great adventure where everyone could show off his or her skills. 

Nafseen Choudhuri 7SB

Yr10 Art/Photography Visit
Royal Academy Summer Exhibition/National Portrait Gallery and
Atlas Gallery, Hamilton Gallery, Beetles & Huxley & The Photographers’ Gallery

Review from the Artists!
Our destination was the Royal Academy 
and the National Portrait Gallery.  I 
really liked how we could see a mixture 
of professional and amateur artists 
displayed in one space. It wasn’t a 
conventional type of exhibit. I would 
really to go back. - Issy Hall 10MD

I preferred the portrait gallery because 
of the BP Portrait Prize Exhibition. Some 
of the portraits almost looked liked 
photographs because of the detail! - 
Elina Smith 10CD

I liked the atmosphere of portrait gallery. 
It was well presented. The lighting was 
quite dim, which made the paintings 
stand out. - Rachel Horwood 10CD

I preferred The Royal Academy Summer 
Exhibition because there was a wide 
range of styles. I think the Portrait Gallery 
has helped me, as I want to include detail 
in my work. - Will Saunders 10MJB
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Art Exhibition
The Annual Art Exhibition was held on 8th June 2016. We had a larger number of visitors 
than ever before and were really pleased to join with Technology for the exhibition. 
The GCSE, AS and A-Level students’ work was on display and the show looked amazing. 
The quality of the work was exceptional and we are very proud of all the hard work all 
the students have put in to get to this point. 

The Art Department

Review from the Photographers!

I admired Paul Kennedy’s ‘Land and Sea’ series because it was unusual.  He focused 
on rubbish discarded on the beach.  I think he was trying to communicate a 
message about pollution. - Erin Payne 10MD.

The Atlas Gallery was especially good as it featured iconic people captured in 
candid moments. There was a lot to see on one day; I would love to go back and 
spend more time. - Charlie Dearn 10CD.

In the Photographers’ Gallery there was a half-built car representing the 
relationship between the photographer and his father.  I was fascinated how 
they managed to get a car into the gallery!  I really liked the fact that I could 
take my own photographs around Central London, especially around Piccadilly 
Circus and Carnaby Street. - Nathan Woodley 10CD.

Art Visit to London
In early June, 21 of our Artists, Designers and Photographers travelled to London to 
take in a wide range of art, craft and design. On a really warm and busy day we went 
to the Mall Galleries Student Art Exhibition, numerous commercial galleries, spotting 
some amazing photography, the Royal Academy Summer Show, took in the history of 
Spitalfields Market and visited a range of degree shows too!  We had a great time and 
it was especially good to experience work right from students’ A-Level work through 
to degree shows and on to commercial galleries where prints sell for tens of thousands 
of pounds. 

Laura Lenander, Art Teacher

Art on the Underground
Enormous congratulations go to Tod Tewson 10SWF, who won the V&A Museum’s 
‘Graphic Gathering’ annual graphic design challenge for secondary school students, Art 
on the Underground.  The brief was to design a poster for the London Underground that 
conveys the ‘Language of London’. Tod was competing against over 450 students from 17 
different schools from across the south east region.  His winning poster went on display 
in May across the London Tube network and was seen by millions of people each day.
Read more about Tod’s achievement here: 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/news-learning-department/
graphic-gathering-va-competition-winner-revealed

Many congratulations, Tod.

Peter Norman



Our AS English Literature students attended an inspiring 
poetry conference at UCL Institute of Education in London 
to support our study of contemporary poems.  We were 
given the opportunity to delve into the minds of six diverse 
and brilliant poets, as well as hearing from those skilled 
in analysing this beautiful art form. Our high hopes of 
the poets were met with wit and a passion for their craft 
as each took to the stage.  The array of poets included 
Patience Agbabi, Simon Armitage, Ian Duhig, Julia Copus, 
Tim Turnbull and Ros Barber.  Alongside Dr Jeremy Noel-
Tod and Esther Menon, who spoke about form and analysis 
of poetry, we gained a heightened insight into poetry and 
the process behind its creation. To conclude the day, we 
had the sheer pleasure of listening to the magnificently 
talented and awe inspiring Luke Wright, who gave a poetry 
performance which was both current and starkly honest, 
as well as being entertaining. His gripping performance 
was the cherry on the top of a thoroughly enjoyable and 
educational day! 

Bailey Bellingy Year 12
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World Book Night
World Book Night was a huge success this year.  This year 
being the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death made 
the event extra special.  It was organised and run by Year 
12 students and they did themselves proud.  Literary 
themes included The Hobbit, Sherlock Holmes, Marvel 
and DC comics and Shakespeare himself.  A major draw 
of the event are the free books given to students as a gift 
from the charity The Reading Agency. The competition to 
design literary cookies was very popular and the winners 
were Lily West and Libby Sampson with their Fantastic Mr 
Fox design. 

Amy Hayes, Librarian
Top Left: Shakespeare Corner, Top Right: Hobbit Campfire, Bottom Left: 
Marvel/DC Control Room, Bottom Right: Lord of the  Rings Banquet

Find us on:
Twitter - @wadcommunitylib 
Facebook - search Waddesdon Community Library
Email - library@waddesdonschool.com

Summer Challenge
We would like you to send us a summer postcard to help 
decorate the walls for September!  Pop into the library to 
get yourself a free bookmark and details of the challenge.

CILIP Carnegie Medal Award

The Oscars of the YA book world have been announced!  Student 
favourite ‘One’ by Sarah Crossan was chosen by students and 
school librarians as 2016’s CILIP Carnegie Medal winner. This is a 
poignant story written from the perspective of Tippi and Grace 
who are conjoined twins. Each chapter is a poem and is beautiful 
in its own right.  Taking the Amnesty CILIP Honour was ‘Lies We Tell 
Ourselves’ by Robin Talley, a tale of relationships and civil rights 
battles in 1950s America. Both and the rest of the Carnegie Shortlist 
are available now in the school library!

Waddesdon Community Library

After 7 months of continued and growing support, Waddesdon Community Library will be closing for the long summer 
break. Over the last few months we have signed up 50 new members and over 130 books have been taken out.  Secret 
Cinema nights each month have also been a huge success. Among the films shown have been ‘Dad’s Army’ and ‘The 
Lady in the Van’.  Secret Cinema will return on Monday 12th September and will then take place on the third Monday in 
each month - please see the school website for specific dates. If you would like to take full advantage of what the library 
has to offer, please sign up before the end of term. Membership forms are available on the website and in the library.



3D Printing at Waddesdon

As Subject Leader for Design and 
Technology I am always keen to keep our 
students aware of technological advances 
and to give them the best educational 
experience possible. Keeping the 
department up to date with resources is 
vital if we are to inspire the next generation 
of young designers and innovators.

Thanks to a very generous donation 
from one of our parents I am delighted 
to announce we are now able to offer all 
students the opportunity to print their 
own 3D designs.
What is 3D printing?
3D printing is a manufacturing process 
that allows students to turn a digital file 
into a 3D object through the printing of 
successive layers of material.
3D Printing in Education
Since 3D printing is becoming extensively 
used in the manufacturing industry, 
it is vital that students learn about this 
technology if we are to prepare them 
properly for the world of work. 
The Major benefits of 3D printing
The ‘wow’ factor created through using 3D 
printing technology within the classroom 
will increase motivation and also improve 
students’ creativity, critical thinking and 
participation. It is easier for students 
to undertake iterative designing (a 
mandatory aspect of the new KS3 strategy) 
and will help develop students’confidence 
and problem solving skills. The 3D printer 
can produce visual and tactile aids which 
can be used to illustrate harder-to-grasp 
concepts. 
‘If they can think it, they can print it!’

Sylvia Patchett, Subject Leader for 
Design and Technology

From the Chaplain
Life is full of contrasts.  Recently our 
weather has kept us guessing and then 
there are the highs and lows of daily life as 

seen on television and in the newspapers, 
not to mention the drama of Masterchef!

Last weekend I experienced two amazing 
evenings of music.  What a contrast!  My 
daughter and granddaughter and I went 
on Friday to hear a Beatles tribute band 
at Waterside Theatre.  It was wonderful to 
hear their amazing music that I had grown 
up with, performed so well.  Not only 
was the music great but the costumes 
and lighting added authenticity to the 
event.  Saturday evening saw my husband 
and me at a wonderful performance of 
Carmina Burana at All Saints Church 
Leighton Buzzard.  Just as with the Beatles, 
there was loud music, beautiful voices 
and drama!  So the contrast was not in 
the quality of the music or the standard 
of presentation, but just in the style of 
composition.

I enjoyed both evenings hugely and 
realised how fortunate I was to be able 
to attend the two events.  Music is very 
important in most of our lives, whether 
it is listening to a CD in the car or going 
to a concert or gig.  Music is uplifting 
and enriching and composers have a 
wonderful gift which can be shared with 
many people who appreciate their style 
of music.

King David was a shepherd but also a 
musician.  He played a small harp and 
whilst caring for his father’s flock, he 
would compose songs of praise.  These 
are our Psalms, many of which David 
wrote and sang.  Sometimes we sing the 
psalm at a church service and so we are 
following in King David’s footsteps.

So as we play an instrument, sing or 
listen to our favourite type of music, let 
us be thankful to all those who produce 
wonderful music for us to listen to and 
who add so much to our enjoyment in life.              

 Janet

Strategies 
for Success 
– Year 10
Our whole year group – Year 10 - was 
involved in a revision activity day recently.  
We were organised into form groups for 
the day. In my form we had an excellent 
presenter.  He was energetic, funny, 
exciting and experienced and he was very 
good at talking to us on a genuine level 
without being patronising. We acquired 
many exceedingly useful strategies and 

techniques for remembering things like 
dates and specific numbers to tactics for 
breaking down large chunks of revision. 
Our presenter was also very good at 
integrating these techniques into the 
lesson to show how effective they really 
were.  He also didn’t just explicitly tell 
you the strategy without showing you it, 
which was also quite effective. 

As for me, I will be putting lots of useful 
tactics into my revision for exams.  This 
includes the ‘30-10 revision breakdown 
strategy’ and making up crazy stories 
to remember key items of vocabulary.  
However, the best revision technique 
I learnt was the one that helped me 
remember specific numbers as this is 
also useful in everyday life and not just 
for exams. 
In conclusion, I really felt as though this 
day was very effective and useful for 
our preparation for our GCSE exams.  It 
put everyone on track to start revising 
to produce the best possible results 
at the end of Year 11.  I am thankful to 
the presenter, Steve, for putting in the 
maximum effort for us.

Felix Maldonado, 10JG

Bronze D of E 2016 
Qualifying Expedition
29 Year 10 students took part in their 
Bronze D of E expedition in Wendover 
Woods during the May half term.  Before 
we left we had to learn about camp craft 
and hygiene, first aid and how to read a 
map.  We then designed our routes: we 
had to measure inclines, work out timings 
and decide our group aims.  Our group’s 
aim was to investigate whether a field’s 
distance from a road affects what is in it.  
On the expedition we took a few wrong 
turns here and there but we always 
managed to find our way back to the 
route and we even kept to our timings. 
At the end of the first day we set up the 
tents and then half of us cooked our 
pasta whilst the others sorted out the 
sleeping bags and roll mats. 
On Day Two we ventured out on yet 
another 6-hour walk but luckily the 
weather was cooler and there were fewer 
hill climbs. Upon our return we had to 
air out our tents and clean the Trangias. 
Despite some bickering and aches and 
pains it was really fun and we had a great 
laugh – most of us want to do the Silver D 
of E Award next year!

Emily Arnaud 10CD and Ella West 
10MJB
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Visit to Reading University
On Activities Day, Year 12 students experienced a taster of student life at reading University.  We attended various lectures 
on both the academic and domestic aspects of living at a university.  We were informed about the university application 
process and student loans to finance university tuition fees and living costs. We were able to go on campus tours and 
see the types of accommodation on offer.  Everyone agreed that it was a beneficial experience and a privilege to have 
the opportunity to explore an award-winning university campus.  This visit will help us to make decisions about our 
career pathways and build on work we have completed at school on our post-18 options.

Holly Burnell and Antonia Sauvain, Year 12

Year 8 Visit to the Opal Coast
In May, I had the opportunity, along with many others, to visit the 
beautiful Opal Coast of France. My friends and I were extremely excited 
at this amazing opportunity. We first visited a snail farm, which was 
interesting and challenging as our guide only spoke to us in French. After 
that, we were given the opportunity to eat snails. The snails tasted very 
different to what we eat in England and it was a bit like love or hate - 
some people refused to eat them and some ate everyone else’s!  The next 
stop was the goats’ cheese farm where we were given the opportunity 
to hold cute baby goats.  This went down well with the girls! 
After breakfast we headed to the aquarium, which everyone enjoyed 
intensely, especially the seal and sharks tub. It was followed by a 
scrummy lunch of crêpes and no one left a scrap!  Later that afternoon, 
we went on one of our last organised trips of the day: the chocolate 
factory. This was one of the best stops.  
This French trip will be remembered for many more years to come and 
it gave me the opportunity to talk to people that I’ve never really talked 
to before. It was exhilarating and action-packed and if you are given 
the opportunity to come, you will have been on one of the best trips 
in Waddesdon!

Evie Lerpiniere-Smith 8JP

Sea Cadets’ Training Programme
On Saturday 25th June, I made my way to Gateshead to embark on The TS John Jerwood until 1st July.  The official 
account describes the training ship thus:“The TS John Jerwood, now berthed at Gosport, is used as part of the Sea 
Cadets’ training programme for 12 to 18 year olds.  The programme teaches teamwork and social responsibility through 
a range of activities based on seamanship and maritime skills.  The 24 metre vessel gives power boat experience to 
trainees, a crucial part of their naval instruction.  Although the Jerwood Foundation would normally support an older 
age group, the commitment to education in the wider sense made the training ship a relevant proposition.  It also made 
a contribution to the well-being of a large number of young people.”

During this week I learnt many useful things.  This included how to 
steer the boat, how to navigate, what being a look-out involves and 
the chance to put it into practice. I also learnt how to maintain the 
boat, carry out engine checks and look after the engine, eg: check its 
oil and water levels and make sure it was running normally.  I even had 
to learn how to cook for the crew and clean the Officers’ Mess – (so not 
all of it was fun!!)

We sailed out of Gateshead and our first stop was Whitby.  Our next 
port was going to be Scarborough but we were unable to moor there 
for very long so ended up sailing into the night and finally going into 
port at Grimsby.  After Grimsby, we sailed back up the Humber and 
into Hull.  After a week, my journey came to an end and I, along with 
the other cadet from our unit, made our way back to Hull station and 
eventually back to Aylesbury.

I came back with lots of qualifications, a certificate and a badge for my uniform. I had a great time and am already 
hoping that next year in the school holidays I’ll be able to journey on the next engineering boat called the TS Petchey 
or even the TS Royalist.

I would recommend this to anyone who enjoys sailing and who is looking to join the Navy.

Reanne Lewis, Year 9
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Biology Field Trip 2016
Picture the scene: 20 intrepid explorers, two teachers, scaling sand dunes, rampaging across rivers, wandering through 
woodland, all in the name of SCIENCE!!  
Our destination was Betws y Coed, Snowdonia National Park, Wales.  Our journey to scientific discovery began in and 
around the River Conwy.  We were instructed on how to safely gather samples of life from the seemingly barren river bed.  
Our assumptions about the river had been hugely mistaken as we had underestimated the ability of the river to sustain 
life.  As we analysed our catch, we were shocked to find an abundance of mayfly larvae, stonefly larvae, and flatworms. 

Our next destination was the Harlech sand dune system, a Site of Significant Scientific Interest.  Our investigation involved 
laying out a transect and using pin quadrats to identify the multitude of plant species living on the dunes, including 
marram grass, couch grass, burnet roses, and brambles.  
The next day involved investigations of the sea shore.  We discovered shore crabs, star fish, anemones, and shrimp.  Our 
final day involved a steep trek through a forest.  Our task was to record the types of lichen and moss growing on the 
side of birch and oak trees.  Did you know that lichen is made up of algae and fungi working together in a symbiotic 
relationship, in perfect harmony?  
Water flows through all life, bringing balance and change…

Austin Lachlan, Ellie Christie, and Harriet Walters, Year 12

Year 9 Activities Day – Aerial Extreme
On the 17th June, Year 9 ventured out of the safety of Waddesdon School to Milton Keynes for a day of excitement 
and fun at Aerial Extreme, a fun yet scary (for some) high ropes activity centre for a day of team-building.  Everybody, 
including the teachers, had a great attempt at everything the staff threw at us, such as the Leap of Faith, Jacob’s Ladder, 
the Plunge, the climbing wall and all three of the high ropes courses.  Below are some reviews by Year 9 students and 
teachers:

Louis:  It was exciting!
Miss Caswell:  The staff put us through our paces and helped us overcome our fears.
Will P:  The staff were very nice but were very mischievous!
Hollie:  It was excellent and should be repeated for the new Year 9s next year and our instructor Carl was cool as he 
had a good name!
Quinn:  It was really fun, especially the Plunge jump.  It was exhilarating!
Daisy:  It was fun and the high ropes courses were very challenging.

Hannah-Rose Westall, 9SC

Year 7 Zoo Visit
Being a big fan of Science I couldn’t wait to take part in this visit. It was very interesting 
seeing all the different animals and learning new things about them. We spent a lot of 
time looking at each animal and got to do some of the activities there. We also saw the 
bird show. The birds were magnificent and so graceful!  We were all bemused about 
how the birds could fly so easily over and around us. We had fun ducking and screaming 
in terror as the birds flew so close to us. We were well looked after and nobody was 
left behind.  We had a lot of fun at the Zoo and we gained a lot of ideas for our animal 
enclosure.

Lydia Hitch 7KCO
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Cultural link with La Coruña, Galicia
Ms. Dawkins and Mr Norman met with fellow teacher Ramón Casas from La Coruña, Galicia in April when he visited 
Waddesdon, to explore possible projects to promote the cultural and linguistic exchange between students at 
Waddesdon and their counterparts in Spain.  We have already enjoyed a series of Skype sessions with our partner 
schools, but we were keen for our students to meet in person.  On Saturday 25th June this was possible!  Ms. Dawkins 
took a group of Year 9 GCSE Spanish students to London to meet their new Spanish friends who were spending a week 
in England on a school trip.  
We met at Buckingham Palace to see the Changing of the Guard before going to Green Park.  After an ice-breaking 
activity our students quickly made friends and enjoyed a picnic together.  The Spanish students were delighted to 
receive pen pal letters which Waddesdon students had written to them in lessons.  Ramón Casas then led a Treasure 
Hunt which drew on their linguistic and problem solving skills.  It was fantastic to see our students working together 
and communicating in a mixture of Spanish and English.  
We then walked to Trafalgar Square and Big Ben where we had an emotional good-bye.  Our students exchanged 
contact and social media details and we are delighted that they are keeping in touch in this natural way.  We hope that 
this will be the beginning of some lifelong friendships with a view to possibly setting up an exchange programme in 
future years.  Ms. Dawkins would like to thank Amanda Miller from the Restaurant and our Spanish volunteers Jorge 
and Carmen for their support and assistance on the day.

Ann Dawkins, Teacher of Spanish / Head of Year 13

Instituto Vicente Cañada Blanch
In early June our students of Spanish paid a return visit to 
Instituto Vicente Cañada Blanch in Portobello following 
their partners’ visit to Waddesdon in December.  Year 
10 were welcomed with chocolate y churros on arrival 
before embarking on a challenging geocaching activity 
around the vibrant Portobello area.  This was an excellent 
opportunity for our students to work alongside the 
Spanish students, promoting teamwork and problem 
solving skills.  We then enjoyed a well-earned Spanish 
lunch in the school canteen and students were able 
to reflect on and experience the differences in both 
school systems.  The rest of the afternoon was spent 
completing a work booklet finding typical Spanish 
products and comparing prices in Plaza’s delicatessen 
and Garcia’s supermarket.  Our students were able to 
practise vocabulary from the GCSE Health topic.  Ms. 
Dawkins would like to extend her thanks to Ana Salgueiro, 
Deputy Head Girl, and Miss Spencer for their support 
and assistance in running the trip.  We look forward to 
returning the hospitality to our Spanish friends again at 
Waddesdon next academic year.

Ann Dawkins, Teacher of Spanish / Head of Year 13

Barcelona
At Easter the Food and Spanish teams joined forces and 
took 40 Year 9 and 10 students who study these subjects 
for GCSE to Barcelona.  This cross-curricular endeavour was 
a great success, combining the linguistic and culinary skills 
of our students.  Here are a range of comments from our 
students about their experience…. 
“We really enjoyed walking around the streets of Barcelona 
looking at all the Gaudi buildings.”
“Each day we would visit an interesting place or monument 
such as the beach and La Sagrada Familia.”
“One evening we made Spanish tortilla and tapas.”
 “It was a good experience as we could practise speaking 
the language.”
“The language lessons helped improve our Spanish and 
learn more about local life.”
 “I enjoyed spending time with my friends in a new city.”
“I enjoyed going to the beach, loved the shopping and 
trying new foods.”
“I really enjoyed ordering food in Spanish.”
“I loved going to new places.  The architecture was 
amazing!”
“Camp Nou was brilliant!”
We are looking forward to our next joint Food – Spanish 
trip next Easter to Sevilla.

Sheila Watts, Teacher of Food 
and Ann Dawkins, Teacher of 
Spanish, Head of Year 13
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Music at Hedsor House
Year 13 students Fleur Pardoe (soprano) and Jordan Deans 
(keyboard), pictured above, performed earlier this term to 
great acclaim at the annual Diocese of Oxford Headteachers’ 
Conference at Hedsor House in Berkshire.  Their sophisticated 
classical repertoire suited the location and the event 
perfectly.  Many thanks, Fleur and Jordan!

Peter Norman

“A great opportunity to conquer your fears!” - Alex

“The giant swing was just amazing!” - Sam

“I felt like I was going to die when I was on top of the Leap of Faith!” - Daniel

“Lazer Tag was the best!” - Joe

“It took you out of your comfort zone.” - Lauren

“I came home from Year 8 camp with a backbone!” - Jason

Year 8 Camp
Year 8 camp was an experience which we will always remember.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the water activities and 
no-one was left dry!  The biggest mistake was not packing enough spare clothes, some students having to stay soggy. 
The instructors were very friendly but very demanding, determined to get the best out of us.  Almost everyone achieved 
something that they had never done before.  We even surprised ourselves! 

The fun was unlimited and the whole adventure was one to remember.  We only wish we could do it all over again.  We 
hope that next year’s Year 8 will have just as much of a good time.  It is a life-changing experience.

Year 8 Student
In a week of torrential rain “the sun shone on 
the righteous” at Year 8 camp. Mrs Clark took 
140 students and their form tutors to Longridge 
Camp on the Thames at Marlow.  The students 
and staff took part in a number of physical and 
activity-based challenges. They pitched tents 
and camped in tutor groups on the Thursday 
night and were kept fed and watered by Mr Mac.  
A great two days were had by all!

Vanessa Clark, Head of Year 8

Year 13 Leavers
This year, our Year 13 Leavers did the school proud on their Leaving Day!  Having chosen a jungle theme, students arrived 
in school wonderfully dressed up as jungle animals. Students gathered in the restaurant before school for a Leavers’ 
Breakfast with their form tutors and teachers, where there was a celebratory atmosphere and lots of farewells.  

Having challenged students to put their energy into a creative, fun and positive final assembly, they rose brilliantly to 
the occasion and presented, according to many staff, one of the best Leavers’ Assemblies the school has seen.  From the 
Lion King Opening, to dramatic presentations, live music and some very entertaining films, the students really showed 
off their many talents which had been nurtured at Waddesdon.  A sunny BBQ on the school field and Leavers’ Ball at 
Horwood House followed, where again the students surpassed our expectations.  

We were delighted with our Year 13 Leavers, who have established a positive legacy to be developed in future years.  We 
wish our Year 13 Leavers every future success as they leave Waddesdon and thank all students for their contributions to 
school life.  We will miss you! 

Ann Dawkins, Head of Year 13 and Annalies McIver, Head of Sixth Form
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WSA Waddesdon Walk
A big thank you to staff and students at Waddesdon who took part in this year’s Waddesdon Walk, organised by the 
Waddesdon School Association (WSA). With glorious sunshine it was great to see our young people enjoying the 
walk; they really represented the school well to the other visitors at the Manor.  At the time of writing we have already 
reached almost £5,000 and the amount is rising all the time.  We look forward to our students directly benefiting through 
investment in new sports, music and drama equipment. Thank you also to Waddesdon Manor for their support and to 
our volunteer marshals for making this such a good event. 

Next up is Waddfest, where the WSA will be raising funds by providing the BBQ and refreshments and then later this 
year we have our first Waddesdon Ball (Saturday, 8th October). Tickets to the Ball have already sold out and it certainly 
looks like it will be a fabulous evening for those of you who were quick enough off the mark to get tickets.

As always, if any parents would like to support the WSA in our work fundraising for the school, please get in touch   

David Metcalf
WSA Chair         
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SPORTS DAY 
Two Year 7 students write: It was here again: the long-awaited Waddesdon School Sports Day.

In the High Jump, Christian in 7HDR jumped confidently and Year 8 looked strong and focused. In the Triple Jump there 
was great team spirit and a strong sense of camaraderie.  Mrs Bradford commented, “A really enthusiastic team effort 
from our Year 7 boys.  They were great in encouraging one another despite never having done it before. They threw 
themselves into it, quite literally!”  We had a new record set in the Long Jump: Kenan from 12JL/PT: 6m 44cm.

The Shot Put and Discus were buzzing!  Jess from 7HDR was really pleased with her 11m 21cm result in discus. We also 
witnessed some strong throwing from Oscar 7KCO, while Lashayah from 8KT impressively took a win for the girls. 

The track events were fantastic: the electric atmosphere was tangible as the enthusiastic crowds cheered on the runners.  
Amy sprinted passed us like a cheetah chasing its prey, taking the 100m for 7HDR and the Year 7 Boys’ 100m saw Thomas 
taking it for 7HDR!  Emily from 7HDR smashed the 800m. The Year 8 girls ran in with Trinity taking the 200m for 8SE.  Teo 
impressed with a time of 28.69 for the 8SW boys. Emily, who admirably took the 1500m prize for 8OC, said she felt “tired 
and sick but happy to finish.” 

Year 9 were on form as Ortibhor from 9ACU took the 200m for the girls and Peter from 9TN had a strong finish for the 
boys. In the Year 10 200m, we saw Alex finish with an impressive 28.15 win for 10SWF. Also, Rachel recorded a win for 
10CD in the girls’ 200m.  A big thank you is due to Liam and Charlie in Year 12 for entertaining us with a very creative 
hurdle race, and once again Christian’s passion was evident as he ran in for 12JL/PT. 

A highlight of the day had to be the staff relay. The cheering volume increased as staff took to their places and the teachers 
did not disappoint with Mr Dangana’s team achieving an impressive win.

This was another very successful Waddesdon Sports Day, summed up perfectly by Miss Turner: “I love sports day - it’s a 
lovely opportunity for everybody to come together to celebrate what makes Waddesdon special.”

Lewis, 7SB, Hashim, 7KCO and Mrs Howitt

NEW SPORTS DAY RECORDS:
Congratulations to the 4 
students who made history 
by achieving new Sports Day 
records:
1. Louis Peterson (7MCH), 800m: 
2.44 minutes
2. Kristyn Dee Crowne (9SDA), 
300m: 46.16 seconds
3. Ellie Gorringe (9SDA), Triple 
Jump: 8.86 metres
4. Kenan John (12JL), Long 
Jump: 6.44 metres

Tom Kempster, Subject Leader 
for PE

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 6TH FORM
CHAMPIONS MCH SW ACU SWF JL & PT
2ND HDR SE DA JG AVM & SD
3RD KCO KT TN MD KAS & CG
4TH SB OC JEG CD JDA & DWE
5TH ABA JP SC MJB SPA & HF
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BUCKS SCHOOL GAMES 
On Friday 1st July, the Year 9 rounders team travelled to 
Stoke Mandeville Stadium for the Buckinghamshire and 
MK School Games. This competition is an Olympic-style 
event, hosting over 1500 students from across the county 
to compete in a range of sports. The Year 9 team qualified 
for this event back in May after winning a tournament 
against several local schools. The girls played some amazing 
rounders on the day, finishing in 2nd place after the round-
robin competition. The girls narrowly lost out to Chesham 
Grammar School in the final by just 1.5 rounders, but played 
extremely well against tough competition. Well done girls 
for being runners up – a great achievement! 
Team: Ellie Gorringe (captain), Kristyn Dee-Crowne, Lisa 
Bishop, Martha Heron, Amber Wilson, Eve Harris, Millie 
Skingle, Jessie Irwin, Poppy Dormer, Bea Clarke, Heidi Moll 
and Beth Forrest.

Meghan Chapple, Acting Student Achievement 
Manager for PE 

ENGLISH SCHOOLS ATHLETICS – TRACK 
AND FIELD CUP

Waddesdon’s Junior Boys’ (U13) team won the county round 
of this national athletics competition, which meant they 
qualified for the regional round (semi-final) at Hillingdon 
Athletics Club in Uxbridge.  They were successful in meeting 
their targets and really impressed, coming 6th overall and 
beating their county round score by 68 points.  A few 
standout performances from the regional round came from 
Oliver Bunyan, who ran the 300m in 42.00 seconds, scoring 
22 points and Luke Hardwick-Venters, who jumped 4.89m 
in the Long Jump, scoring 20 points.  Congratulations to the 
Junior Boys’ Athletics Team for this impressive achievement: 
Luke Hardwick Venters, Tom Jameson, Calam Saunders, Teo 
Fierro, Cameron Stimpson, Oliver Bunyan, Ollie Moyles, Will 
Race, Thomas Fell, Joe Hick, Oisin Hegarty Laoye, Charlie 
Tipping, Otto Kampa, Jenson Ready and Theo Nash.

SKY SPORTS LIVING FOR SPORT / YEAR 
6 GAMES
Our Level 2 Sports Leaders have been very busy since 
coming back from study leave. On Tuesday 14th June, 
athlete mentor Lesley Owusu spent a day with the leaders 
as part of the Sky Sports Living for Sport initiative. During 
this day, Lesley guided the leaders through some engaging 
theory and practical sessions based around the ‘6 keys 
to success’ – the top life skills athletes have identified as 
enabling them to achieve success in their sport. After 
learning about these skills, the leaders began to put these 
into practice by planning the largest Primary Festival of the 
school calendar, the Year 6 Games. The following week on 
Thursday 23rd June, approximately 150 Primary pupils from 
local schools came to Waddesdon to compete in 7 different 
sports. These sports were run and officiated solely by the 
sports leaders. The day was a great success, largely due to 
the skills the leaders had learnt through Lesley and their 
time on the Level 2 course.  Well done everyone.

Tom Kempster, Subject Leader for PE
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